Enjoy an Indiana Tradition! 


Symphony on the Prairie tickets are 
on sale now at your local Kroger! 


Shooter kills 5 
at Md. newspaper 
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“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” II COR. 3:17 
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Court opening adds test for Donnelly 


Abortion rights could take center stage in race 


Maureen Groppe 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


WASHINGTON - Supreme Court 
Justice Anthony Kennedy’s retirement 
makes an already challenging re-elec- 
tion race for Sen. Joe Donnelly even 
trickier — in part by injecting the hot- 
button issue of abortion. 

If the Indiana Democrat votes for 


President Donald Trump’s nominee to 
replace the high court’s swing vote who 
has upheld abortion rights, he risks 
alienating his base. If Donnelly opposes 
a staunch conservative nominee, he 
gives Republicans in a GOP-leaning 
state a reason to vote against him. 

“Will Senator Joe Donnelly cave to 
the extreme left?” a Republican advoca- 
cy group says in digital ads launched 
Thursday. 


But there are difficult 
politics on the other side 
as well. GOP challenger 
Mike Braun said he ex- 
pects Donnelly to vote for 
Trump’s nominee, but ar- 


Mike Braun 


gues voters shouldn't 
(left) and give him any credit for it. 
Sen. Joe “Hoosiers wont be 
Donnelly fooled by Senator Don- 


nelly’s election year pan- 
dering,” he said in a statement. 
And while Republicans see the Su- 


preme Court opening as a chance to gal- 
vanize their supporters in the fall elec- 
tion by creating a solid conservative 
majority on the court, they know the is- 
sue also could increase the already-high 
interest on the other side — particularly 
among female voters. Women’s groups, 
such as Planned Parenthood, are warn- 
ing that the “right to access abortion in 
this country is on the line.” 

Leonard Leo, the Federalist Society 


See DONNELLY, Page 7A 


Caesars 
agrees to 
pay state 
$1 million 


Stems from company’s 
fight to avoid $50M fee 


Tony Cook 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


State regulators slapped Caesars 
Entertainment with a near-record fine 
on Thursday in response to the casino 
giant’s failed effort to get out of paying 
a $50 million license transfer fee to the 
state. 

In an agreement between Las Ve- 
gas-based Caesars and the Indiana 
Gaming Commission, the company 
agreed to pay $1 million to settle allega- 
tions that it violated public trust and 
confidence in the integrity of Indiana’s 
casino industry. 

The settlement comes on the same 
day the gaming commission approved 
Caesars’ $1.7 billion acquisition of Cen- 
taur Gaming, which owns Indiana’s 
two horse-track casinos. 

The million-dollar fine is among the 
largest in state history and stems from 
Caesars’ efforts to avoid a $50 million 
fee required as part of its acquisition of 
Centaur’s Hoosier Park Racing and Ca- 
sino in Anderson. 

Specifically, Caesars General Coun- 
sel Tim Donovan and the company’s 
outside lobbyist, Libby Cierzniak, 
threatened in March to cancel a 
planned $90 million project to move its 
Horseshoe Southern Indiana riverboat 
casino onto land unless the gaming 
commission agreed that the $50 mil- 
lion transfer fee for Hoosier Park did 
not apply. 

Caesars also lobbied state lawmak- 


See CAESARS, Page 2A 
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Canida Crawley, left, and Gabby Rose have fun at Bertha Ross Park splash pad. PHOTOS BY MICHELLE PEMBERTON/INDYSTAR 


Brace for hot 
weekend in Indy 


City officials will monitor rising temperatures; folks 
urged to drink plenty of water, take frequent breaks 


Lauryn Hawkins sprays a friend with 
her water gun at Bertha Ross Park. 


Canida Crawley, left, and Gabby Rose 
look to beat the heat at Bertha Ross 
Park splash pad on Thursday. 


Alaiah Walliams sprays her friend with 
a water gun at Bertha Ross Park. 
Triple-digit conditions will hit Central 
Indiana this weekend. 


Canida Crawley, left, Gabby Rose, 
center, and Lauryn Hawkins, right, 
enjoy some fun in the sun at Bertha 
Ross Park splash pad in Indianapolis. 
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Women are running for office in record 
numbers and ditching old taboos. 1B 
“Dienep PRESENTS 


New faces in HS football 


The top-10 “new faces in new places” 
in Central Indiana. 1C 
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